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Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain 
thing?  2 The kings of the earth set themselves, And the 
rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and 
against His Anointed, saying,  3 "Let us break Their bonds 
in pieces And cast away Their cords from us."  4 He who 
sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in 
derision.  5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And 
distress them in His deep displeasure:  6 "Yet I have set My 
King On My holy hill of Zion."  7 "I will declare the decree: 
The LORD has said to Me,`You are My Son, Today I have 
begotten You.  8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations 
for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your 
possession.  9 You shall break1 them with a rod of iron; You 
shall dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.'"  10 Now 
therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of 
the earth.  11 Serve the LORD with fear, And rejoice with 
trembling.  12 Kiss the Son1, lest He2 be angry, And you per-
ish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 

Psalm 2 



4 

p In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. 

  
 

p We have come into the presence of God, who creat-
ed us to love and serve him as his dear children. But 
we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins 
to him and plead for his mercy.  
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all Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful 
from birth, In countless ways I have sinned against 
you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray; Have mercy on 
me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

 

p God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. 
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength 
to live according to his will.  
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1. A great and mighty wonder. 

A full and holy cure: 

The Virgin bears the Infant 

With virgin honor pure! 

Repeat the hymn again: 

"To God on high be glory 

And peace on earth to men!" 

 

2. The Word becomes incarnate 

And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems 

To shepherds from the sky. 

Repeat the hymn again: 

"To God on high be glory 

And peace on earth to men!" 
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p Let us pray . . .   Almighty God, grant that the birth 
of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us 
free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

Hebrews 1:1-6  God, who at various times and in various 
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,  2 
has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the worlds;  3 who being the brightness of His glory 
and the express image of His person, and upholding all 
things by the word of His power, when He had by Him-
self1 purged our2 sins, sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high,  4 having become so much better than the 
angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they.  5 For to which of the angels did He ever 
say: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You1 "? And 
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again: "I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a 
Son2 "?  6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the 
world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him1." 

 

John 1:1-14  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the 
beginning with God.  3 All things were made through 
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.  
4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  5 And 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend1 it.  6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John.  7 This man came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.  8 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light.  9 That was the true Light which gives light to every 
man coming into the world1.  10 He was in the world, and 
the world was made through Him, and the world did not 
know Him.  11 He came to His own1, and His own2 did not 
receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name:  13 who were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  
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14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

13. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

 

14. My heart for very joy doth leap, 

My lips no more can silence keep; 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradle-song: 

 

15. Glory to God in highest heaven, 

Who unto us His Son hath given! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
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I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heav-
en and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom 
all things were made; Who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
and was buried.  And the third day He rose again accord-
ing to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose 
kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who 
with the Father and Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, Who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one ho-
ly Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
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Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the res-
urrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7  6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is 
given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the 
increase of His government and peace There will be no end, 
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To or-
der it and establish it with judgment and justice From 
that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this. 
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Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
To God the creator triumphantly raise. 
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
His banners are o'er us, His light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished 
As forward we travel from light into light. 
 

all Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  
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p The Lord be with you. 

 

p Lift up your hearts.

 
 

p It is truly good and right that we should at all times 
and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Fa-
ther, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord,  for in the wonder and mystery of 
his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of 
your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of 
your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song; 
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p Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He 
was betrayed, took bread.  And when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, say-
ing, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of Me. 
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 In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave 
thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you.  This cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
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Prayers for before and after communion are available on 
page 118 of your hymnal.  
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
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p The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 
His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
give you peace. 
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