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WELCOME

Thank you for worshipping with us today.

Please sign the guest register in the entry

as you leave the church today.

TODAY'S SERVICE

March 20, 2024
Speaker: Pastor Mark Tiefel

Organist: Lila Brown



PRE-SERVICE DEVOTION

Psalm 130

Out of the depths I have cried to You, O
LORD; * Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears
be attentive To the voice of my supplica-
tions. * If You, LORD, should mark iniqui-
ties, O Lord, who could stand? * But there is
forgiveness with You, That You may be
feared. 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
And in His word I do hope. ¢ My soul waits
for the Lord More than those who watch for
the morning-- Yes, more than those who
watch for the morning. 7O Israel, hope in
the LORD; For with the LORD there is mer-
cy, And with Him is abundant redemption. ®

And He shall redeem Israel From all his inig-

uities.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

#175 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross

INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.
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CONFESSION

What is Confession?

Confession has two parts. First, that we confess
our sins, and second, that we receive absolution,
that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by

it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
What sins should we confess?

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even
those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s
Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess on-

ly those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.
What do you believe according to these words?

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ
deal with us by His divine command, in particular
when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners
from the Christian congregation and absolve those
who repent of their sins and want to do better, this
is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if

Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.
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O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, misera-
ble sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniqui-
ties with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely re-
pent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,

sinful being.

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.

Amen.

Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not

my forgiveness but God’s?
Yes.
Let it be done for you as you believe.

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SING, MY TONGUE, THE GLORIOUS BATTLE
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing
You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretch-
edness we may receive from You full pardon and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD

Judges 7:1-22 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the
people who were with him rose early and encamped beside
the well of Harod, so that the camp of the Midianites was
on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh in the val-
ley. * And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are
with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into
their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me,
saying, My own hand has saved me." 3 "Now therefore,

proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying,\Whoever is
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fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart at once from
Mount Gilead." And twenty-two thousand of the people
returned, and ten thousand remained. # But the LORD
said to Gideon, "The people are still too many; bring them
down to the water, and I will test them for you there.
Then it will be, that of whom I say to you, This one shall
go with you,' the same shall go with you; and of whomever
[ say to you, This one shall not go with you,' the same shall
not go." 5 So he brought the people down to the water.
And the LORD said to Gideon, "Everyone who laps from
the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set apart
by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on his knees
to drink." ® And the number of those who lapped, putting
their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men; buct all
the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink
water. 7 Then the LORD said to Gideon, "By the three
hundred men who lapped T will save you, and deliver the
Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, eve-
ry man to his place." ® So the people took provisions and
their trumpets in their hands. And he sent away all the rest
of Israel, every man to his tent, and retained those three
hundred men. Now the camp of Midian was below him in

the valley. 2 It happened on the same night that the



LORD said to him, "Arise, go down against the camp, for
I have delivered it into your hand. " "But if you are afraid
to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your serv-

mwn

ant, " "and you shall hear what they say; and afterward
your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the
camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the
outpost of the armed men who were in the camp. ™ Now
the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East,
were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their
camels were without number, as the sand by the seashore
in multitude. » And when Gideon had come, there was a
man telling a dream to his companion. He said, "I have
had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tum-
bled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and scruck
it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.” ™
Then his companion answered and said, "This is nothing
else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of
Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the
whole camp." 5 And so it was, when Gideon heard the
telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he wor-
shiped. He returned to the camp of Israel, and said, "Arise,
for the LORD has delivered the camp of Midian into your
hand." ' Then he divided the three hundred men into
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three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man's
hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitch-
ers. 7 And he said to them, "Look at me and do likewise;
watch, and when I come to the edge of the camp you shall
do as T do: ® "When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are
with me, then you also blow the trumpets on every side of
the whole camp, and say, The sword of the LORD and of
Gideon!"" " So Gideon and the hundred men who were
with him came to the outpost of the camp at the begin-
ning of the middle watch, just as they had posted the
watch; and they blew the trumpets and broke the picchers
that were in their hands. * Then the three companies blew
the crumpets and broke the picchers-- they held the torch-
es in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands
for blowing-- and they cried, "The sword of the LORD
and of Gideon!" * And every man stood in his place all
around the camp; and the whole army ran and cried out
and fled. ** When the three hundred blew the trumpets,
the LORD set every man's sword against his companion
throughout the whole camp; and the army fled to Beth
Acacia, toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel Me-
holah, by Tabbath.

II



Matthew 26:31-35: 69-75 % Then Jesus said to them, "All of
you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for
it is written: T will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of
the flock will be scattered.” 3 "But after [ have been raised,
I will go before you to Galilee." ¥ Peter answered and said
to Him, "Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I
will never be made to stumble." 3¢ Jesus said to him,
"Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster
CTOWS, you will deny Me three times." % Peter said to
Him, "Even if T have to die with You, I will not deny You!"
And so said all the disciples . .. © Now Peter sat outside in
the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying,
"You also were with Jesus of Galilee." 7 But he denied it
before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are say-
ing" 7" And when he had gone out to the gateway, another
girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This fellow
also was with Jesus of Nazarech." 7 But again he denied
with an oath, "I do not know the Man!" 7 And a little lat-
er those who stood by came up and said to Peter, "Surely
you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you." 7
Then he began to curse and swear, saying, "I do not know
the Man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 7 And Peter re-

membered the word of Jesus who had said to him, "Before
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the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." So he

went out and wept bitterly.

p Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and
keep it!

THE APOSTLES" CREED

[ believe in God, the Father a]mighty, Maker of heaven

and earth.

[ believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary;
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seat-
ed at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From

there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, The res-

urrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

#367 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus

13



SERMON: MATTHEW 26:31-35
THE BATTLE IS NOT YOURS BUT THE LORD'S
A BATTLE OF ONE
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#355 Thou Art the Way; to Thee Alone
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Prayers and Lord's Prayer

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all
our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the

Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered
throughout the world, and for the proclamation of
the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and
for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of
the earth, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is diffi-

cult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray
to the Lord:
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all

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless,
for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in

prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care

for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and

soul, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have

mercy.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and ever. Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give

you peace.
H &+ | . . .
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A -men. A -men A - men.

#552:1-3,8 Abide with Me!
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