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PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION 
 

Psalm 47  

Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with 
the voice of triumph!   

2 For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King 
over all the earth.  3 He will subdue the peoples under us, 
And the nations under our feet.  4 He will choose our 
inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. 
Selah   

5 God has gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound 
of a trumpet.   

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, 
sing praises!   

7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with 
understanding.  8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on 
His holy throne.  9 The princes of the people have gathered 
together, The people of the God of Abraham. For the 
shields of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted. 
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 ASCENSION DAY 
 

Speakers: Pastor Matthew Ude  

Organists: Barry Hay & Ann Sprengeler  

Liturgy: A Service of the Word, WS page 22 

Large print bulletins available, ask the ushers  

Services are streamed live to the TV in the kitchen (channel 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN 212:1-4,7     A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

INVOCATION 

p  In the Name of the Father  
and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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CONFESSION 

p  God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

c  If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His son cleanses us from all sin. 

p  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

c  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

p  Let us pray.  

all  Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, 
and have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and 
actions. But we are sorry for our transgressions and pray 
You, of Your bountiful mercy, to be gracious and merciful 
unto us.  

Forgive us for Jesus sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and 
lead us in the way everlasting. Amen 
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p  Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but for the sins of the whole world. We are 
forgiven. With boldness and confidence we may approach 
the throne to find grace to help in time of need. In the 
peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

c  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen 

THE WORD 
Acts 1:1-11  The former account I made, O Theophilus, of 
all that Jesus began both to do and teach,  2 until the day in 
which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit 
had given commandments to the apostles whom He had 
chosen,  3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after 
His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them 
during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God.  4 And being assembled together with 
them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, 
"you have heard from Me;  5 "for John truly baptized with 
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 water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now."  6 Therefore, when they had come 
together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 And He said to 
them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father has put in His own authority.  8 "But you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  9 Now 
when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He 
was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  
10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,  
11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw 
Him go into heaven." 

Luke 24:44-53   44 Then He said to them, "These are the 
words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me."  
45 And He opened their understanding, that they might  
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comprehend the Scriptures.  46 Then He said to them, 
"Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ 
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,  47 "and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  48 "And 
you are witnesses of these things.  49 "Behold, I send the 
Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of 
Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."  
50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up 
His hands and blessed them.  51 Now it came to pass, while 
He blessed them, that He was parted from them and 
carried up into heaven.  52 And they worshiped Him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  53 and were 
continually in the temple praising and blessing God. 
Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

all I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary; 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose 
again from the dead;  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 
there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 215     Draw Us To Thee 

 

 

 



Ascension 

 

 
9 

 

SERMON 

Ephesians 1:15-23   15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,  16 do 
not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in 
my prayers:  17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him,  18 the eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what 
is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory 
of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of His mighty power  20 which He 
worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far 
above all principality and power and might and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this age but also 
in that which is to come.  22 And He put all things under 
His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church,  23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills 
all in all. 
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JESUS ASCENDED TO BE WITH US 

Jesus ascension on the surface seems like He is leaving us, 
but the truth is that it is only through His ascension that 
He is able to be with us always. Where is Jesus? Right here! 
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OFFERING, PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER 

all Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

p The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you  
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you  
and give you peace.  Amen 

Hymn 341     Crown Him With Many Crowns 
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