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Day of Atonement to Atonement

Texts: Isaiah 52:13-53:12; John 19:17-30

The bible has many different words for the work of Christ:

Atonement — Reconciliation — Redemption — Justification — Salvation — Forgiveness — Sacrifice —
Sanctification - Vicarious

Almost all of these deal with the result of what Jesus did, especially the result of what it means for us.
This is mostly true of our sermon yesterday as well. The Passover lamb is slain the blood covers our sin,
death passed over us, we are set free from captivity. The Passover beautifully pictures the result of
Christ’s sacrifice for us, but it doesn’t so much picture what it is that Christ would have to do .

For that we turn to another important festival, the Day of Atonement.

The Day of Atonement involved a bull, and two young goats. The bull was there as a sacrifice for the sin
of the high priest, for first he had to be cleansed from his sin before he could continue the ceremony.

The first lamb was offered as a sin sacrifice for the people. But first the blood of the lamb was sprinkled
behind the veil on the mercy seat, and on the temple and on the altar. This sprinkling of the blood was
not the sin offering for the people. The purpose of this sprinkling was to cleanse the mercy seat, and the
temple and even the altar. Just as the priest had to be cleansed before he could function as high priest
for the people, so also the temple and the mercy seat and even the altar, had to be cleansed with blood.
It was in this temple that God came to dwell with His people and it had to first be cleansed before God
could dwell among them.

Then after the priest was cleansed and after the temple and altar was cleansed then the first goat was
burnt as a sin offering for the people on the altar.

Then the second goat was brought and the sins of the people were confessed over the second goat and
it was released into the wilderness to carry away the sins of the people. In the same way Jesus is the
“lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.” Remember that the term lamb could refer to the
kid of a goat or a sheep, so that when John said this about Jesus he was undoubtedly referring to the
scapegoat on the Day of Atonement.



Imagine if every sin you did sat upon your conscience and never left, the penalty the payment for sin
piled up upon you.

Imagine even worse if it was not your sin but someone else’s. Is there anything worse than being blamed
for someone else’s sin?

| remember one time in math class, | was laughing, but the kid behind me got blamed. | remember
another time that my mom blamed me for something my brother did. | was so angry.

Jesus willingly accepted all the blame for our sins, Isaiah 52 and 53 describe this for us in great detail

Verse 13, “he will be lifted up.” What does this mean? Jesus himself explains in our text from this last
Sunday, “So must the son of man be lifted up,” this was to signify by what death He would die.

The next verse makes this clear as well. His vestige was marred, this is a reference to the scourging and
the crucifixion, so marred that people were astonished. How can this be the Son of God? This is exactly
what happened at his crucifixion. We will believe on you if you come down but we aren’t going to
believe in a God that allows himself to be crucified in this manner. Yet Jesus did allow it so that —

“He shall sprinkle many nations” remember the significance of the sprinkling on the Day of Atonement.
That which was sprinkled with the blood of the lamb was purified and made holy. In His death Christ
shed His blood sprinkling many nations, all those thus covered with His blood are made holy.

Yet Isaiah says who will believe this? He has no form or beauty that we should desire him. There is
nothing about Him that would attract us to him, there is nothing in his appearance that would cause us
to think, “oh yeah this is the Son of God.”

Instead He is despised and rejected, here we see the scapegoat image again. The goat with all the sins of
the people was sent out into the wilderness, and no one was to touch him. So Christ is despised of men,
we turned our back on Him, we hide our faces, we want to pretend He doesn’t exist so that we don’t
have to help him.

Verse 4 — and yet the reason for his pain and suffering is because he is carrying our sins.

Verse 6 — All we like sheep have gone astray. Remember | told you that the beginning of all sin is
rebellion against God and against the authority he has placed above us, our parents, our teachers, our
pastors, our government etc, most importantly the word of God. Instead of listening to God, we each
decide our way is better. We each wander out on our own path. This is according to God the single
greatest picture of all our sin that we each do as we want. We each do as we think best.

Yet the Lord placed all of this sin on him, the scapegoat, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
World.



Verse 7 —what is Jesus response? He is silent. That is not to say He never spoke a word, but that He
didn’t protest at this injustice that He had to carry the sins of the whole world.

Therefore — skip to verse 11 and 12 — he will justify many, therefore he shall be counted among the
great, because He bore the sins of many, and in so doing delivered us from death and sin.

Amen



