LENT MIDWEEK - MARCH 24™ 2021




WELCOME

Thank you for worshipping with us today.

Please sign the guest register in the entry

as you leave the church today.

TODAY'S SERVICE

March 24th, 2021

Speaker:
Pastor Matthew Ude

Pianist:

Ann Sprcnge]er

Hymns and liturgical sectings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Pub-
]ishing House License #000014029, OneLicense.net #A-717140. All Rights reserved. Used hy
permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are from the New Kingkl ames Ver-

sion® of the Holy Bible, @1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



PRE-SERVICE DEVOTION

Psalm 119:9-16

How can a young man cleanse his way? By
taking heed according to Your word. * With
my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let
me not wander from Your commandments!

* Your word I have hidden in my heart, That
[ might not sin against You! * Blessed are
You, O LORD! Teach me Your statutes!
With my lips T have declared All the judg-
ments of Your mouth. " I have rejoiced in
the way of Your testimonies, As much as in
all riches. T will meditate on Your precepts,
And contemplate Your ways. * I will delight
myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your

word.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

#143 "0 Dearest Jesus"

By Johann Heermann, 1585-1647

8. O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory!
How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story?
How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer?
What dare I offer?

14. But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it;
Yet, Lord, for love's sake Thou wilt not disown it;
Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness

Nor shame my weakness.

15. And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,

Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee,
[, too, shall praise Thee.
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INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen

CONFESSION OF SINS

God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus

Christ His son cleanses us from all sin.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and

the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, He is faicthful and just to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unright-

cousness.

Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by
nature, and have sinned against You in our
thoughts, words, and actions. But we are sorry for
our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful

mercy, to be gracious and merciful unto us. Forgive



us for Jesus sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and lead

us in the way everlasting. Amen

Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world. We are forgiven. With boldness and confi-
dence we may approach the throne to find grace to
help in time of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let

us praise the Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and

will be forever. Amen

PRAYER

Let us pray ... O Lord, your Word is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for train-
ing in righteousness. Guide our footsteps by your
Word so that we may remain steadfast in faith, love
you with all our hearts, and love our neighbor as
ourselves; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.



/. JESUS CRUCIFIED
Mark 15:16-32

*® Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Prae-
torium, and they called together the whole garrison. 7
And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a
crown of thorns, put it on His head, '® and began to salute
Him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" ¥ Then they struck Him on
the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the
knee, they worshiped Him. ** And when they had mocked
Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes
on Him, and led Him out to Crucify Him. * Then they
compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country
and passing by, to bear His cross. ** And they brought
Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a
Skull. » Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to
drink, but He did not take it. ** And when they crucified
Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them to
determine what every man should take. » Now it was the
third hour, and they crucified Him. ** And the inscription
of His accusation was written above: THE KING OF THE
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JEWS. 7 With Him they also crucified two robbers, one
on His right and the other on His left. ** So the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered with the
transgressors.” * And those who passed by blasphemed
Him, wagging their heads and saying, "Aha! You who de-

30 "

stroy the temple and build it in three days, ¥ "save Your-
self, and come down from the cross!" 3 Likewise the chief
priests also, mocking among themselves with the scribes,
said, "He saved others; Himself He cannot save. * "Let the
Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from the cross,

that we may see and believe." Even those who were cruci-

fied with Him reviled Him.



#158 "Glory be to Jesus"

Italian, 18th Century

1. Glory be to Jesus,
Who in bitter pains

Poured for me the life-blood

From His sacred veins!

2. Grace and life eternal
In that blood I find;
Blest be His compassion,

Infinitely kind!

3. Blest through endless ages
Be the precious stream

Which from endless torments

Did the world redeem!

4. Abel's blood for vengeance
Pleaded to the skies;
But the blood of Jesus

For our pardon cries.

5. Oft as earth exulting
Wafts its praise on high,
Ange] hosts rejoicing

Make their glad reply.

6. Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood,
Louder still and louder

Praise the precious blood!



SERMON

Matthew 27:15-26  Now at the feast the governor was ac-
customed to releasing to the multicude one prisoner
whom they wished. ' And at that time they had a notori-
ous prisoner called Barabbas. 7 Therefore, when they had
gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you
want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?" ™ For he knew that they had handed Him over
because of envy. ¥ While he was sitting on the judgment
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have nothing to do
with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today
in a dream because of Him." * But the chief priests and
elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for
Barabbas and destroy Jesus. * The governor answered and
said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to re-
lease to you?" They said, "Barabbas!" * Pilate said to them,
"What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Chrisc?"
They all said to him, "Let Him be crucified!" » Then the
governor said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they
cried out all the more, saying, "Let Him be crucified!"

When Pilate saw that he could not prevai] at all, but ra-
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ther that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed
his hands before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of
the blood of this just Person. You see to it." » And all the

people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on our
children." * Then he released Barabbas to them; and when

he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.

HANDS OF VINDICATION

#179 "On My Heart Imprint Thine Image"

By Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703

On my heart imprint Thine image,

Blessed Jesus, King of Grace,

That life's riches, cares, and pleasures

Have no power Thee to efface.

This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope's Foundation,

And my Glory and Salvation.
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THE APOSTLES" CREED

[ believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven

and earch.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary;
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seat-
ed at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there He will come to judge the 1iving and the dead.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, The res-

urrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
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LUTHER'S EVENING PRAYER

In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me today, and I pray that You would forgive
me all my sins, wherever I have done wrong, and
graciously protect me tonight. Into Your hands 1
entrust my body and soul and everything else. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the devil may

have no power over me. Amen

THE BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gra-
cious to you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and
give you peace.

Amen
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#552 "Abide with Me! Fast Falls the Eventide"

by Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847

5. Thou on my head in every youth didst smile,
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee.

On to the close, O Lord, abide with me.

6. I need Thy presence every passing hour;

What but Thy grace can foil the Temprter's power?
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me!

7. 1 fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
[lls have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? where, grave, thy victory?

I triumph still if Thou abide with me.
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8. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.

Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!
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